[image: image1.png]A
%1
RIVERS




E. Rivers Local School Council: January 2011 Meeting Notes
Web Page: http://www.eriverselementary.com/school-council/ 
January 31, 2011 – E. Rivers Media Center
Attendees: Delana Reeves (Co-chair), Els Vandeneye (Parent Rep), Sallie Topfl (PTA Liaison and Co-President), David White (Principal), Robert Glickman (Parent Rep), Joleen Neel (Co-chair), Chip Gross (Secretary)

Absent: Courtney Benner (Teacher), Ashley McAllister (Teacher), Wendy (Dr Lohmann Dentist – Business Partner)
Topics Discussed:
APS Board Meetings
Delana attended the November APS Board Meeting, Joleen attended the January meeting where we again stated the need for the renovation and Expansion of E. Rivers.  In both cases, received a formal acknowledgment of the issue via the APS communications process.  

David White - spoke at the January NAAPS meeting building on the same overcrowding concerns voiced by Sutton Middle School.  Cynthia Brown (NAAPS), Reuben McDaniel, Cecily Harsch-Kinane and Nancy Meister (Atlanta Board members in attendance)

School is currently running at 592 students in 2011. Planning target is 420. Target for 2012 is 650 kids which is far beyond the capacity of the E. Rivers facility. 
Joleen – provided an update on current APS Board probation.  There are now 6 key items that APS Board must address in order to show progress by September (Board has set a May deadline) 
Also discussed the request for the APS Board to create a stakeholder group comprised of two governor appointees (Beth Beskin, and another), Mayor’s representatives, Taxpayer, business person, student, college liaison.  Board is expected to meet every Monday until progress is achieved.  APS Board is also looking for a parliamentarian, along with the city attorney. 
APS is also moving forward with the search for a new Superintendent.  Board has decided that 7 of 9 board members must approve the recommendation for the new Superintendent.  Board will be using a search consultant.  

Traffic/school operations. 

David mentioned that E. Rivers will be making some updates to the drive in area for drop-off so that there is less risk of parents dropping off children and swinging back out into Peachtree Battle instead of passing through the Drop-off lane. 
Turning signal at Peachtree and Peachtree Battle - Robert Glickman updated the board - Spoke to Policeman for the morning drop-off and requested for an engineer to measure the  turning traffic from Peachtree onto Peachtree Battle.  Engineer indicated that the switchgear was outdated and would need to be fixed to solve the problem.  Awaiting additional update from Robert.
Renovation:

David - E. Rivers renovation currently on the docket for February 14th (Part of the SPLOST 4 allocation), If approved, the renovation could start during next school year.  Robert - could any moves be applied by grade if necessary or splitting a grade in two locations? – Splitting school by grades seems unlikely as all schools in the cluster are overcrowded.  Projections for 2011 Fall continue to show more demand.  Noted that Mary Lin Elementary and Venetian Hills also needing expansion.
SPLOST Funds were allocated based on renovation only, not rebuild of entire school or larger expansion.  Now emergency repairs on the school have reduced remaining budget available for renovation.  E. Rivers needs new classroom space not just operational improvements
LSC planning to write a letter to the APS Board ahead of the February 14th vote and also attend community meeting for the February 14th APS Board meeting.  
Robert - could a new elementary be built? David - not likely.  Noted that there could be an option to completely rebuild school.  Currently there does not appear to be a viable option for relocation if a full rebuild was approved – Ex. Walton Middle School building not an option. Archer elementary school is probably too far.

High school: APS still deciding the location. 

February 24th General PTA Meeting: LSC to provide a brief presentation to PTA General body.
Next LSC meeting - late February post February 14th meeting.
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